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It always looks like
next years car.

The 1968 Jaguar XKE really looks as if Jaguar de-
signed it too soon. And when it comes to engineer-
ing, the '68 XKE is years ahead of its time, too.

It's more powerful than any imported car selling
for less than $10,000, yet it can cover 20 miles of
turnpike on a gallon of gas.

Standard equipment includes: real wire wheels,
prime hide leather upholstery, 4-wheel disc brakes,
radial ply tires, 4-wheel independent suspension,
adjustable steering wheel.

The Jaguar roadster sells for $5372.(Port of entry.)

Come in and let us show it to you.
Jaguar

FALVEY MOTOR SALES CO.

Distributors for Jaguar in Michigan and Ohio

Authorized Detroit Area Jaguar Dealers:

FALVEY IMPORTED CARS, INC. PONTIAC SPORTS CARS, INC.
22600 Woodward Ave., Ferndale 467 Auburn Ave., Pontiac

BOB OWENS SALES INC. SPORTS CARS, INC. ' _‘
34043 Ford Rd., Westland G-5280 S. Dort, Flint _
SAMPLE SPORTS CAR SALES OVERSEAS IMPORTED CARS, INC. F 3 |

12132 Gratiot, Detroit 936 N. Main St., Ann Arbor




CINTURATO 367

The world's most advanced
radial ply tire for imported
cars. Clings tenaciously to
wet and dry surfaces. Lack
of centrifugal distortion
makes it difficult to loosen
its grip on the road at any
speed. Doesn't “‘break away"
abruptly when cornering to
the limit.

“A tire must be built from
the inside out for highest
under

p
conditions.”

For instance, Pirelli tires’
fabled grip on a wet road is
no mere accident @ Or their
amazing ability to corner at
high speeds B Or their ex-
ceptionally long tread life
and lack of centrifugal ex-
pansion at speed B Or the
way they quicken up steer-
ing and add to the sensitiv-
ity of your car's response
Each Pirelli tire differs in

weight rubber com-
pounds casing con-
struction ply and tread

design. In every case it is
the specilic car and driving
pattern that should deter-
mine the proper lire type
Consult your Pirelli special-
ist for proper fitment.
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CINTURATOCN 72

The world's most advanced
radial ply tire for American
cars. Designed in conjunc-
tion with Detroit engineers.
Skillful use of all-textile
casing and belt plies mini-
mizes low speed harshness.
150 mph. speed rating.
Available in blackwall and
whitewall tubeless construc-
tion.
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INVERNO
Uncompromising perform-
ance on snow and slush
High pylling power. Resists
lateral sliding. On dry pave-
ment, remarkably quiet run-

ning. Excellent perform-
ance on wet pavement.

SEMPIONE

Remarkably safe on wet
roads. Low slip angle with
good directional stability
and steering control. Pre-
vents swerving on streetcar
tracks, concrete ridges, alc
Tops mileage of other con-
ventional tires.
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Ultimate development of the
radial ply concept. Lack of
distortion in the contact
patch insures twice the con-
ventional tire mileage for
each replaceable band
Doesn’t “‘break away’
abruptly. Summer and win-
ter bands.

) BELLE TIRE DISTRIBUTORS
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12190 GRAND RIVER AVENUE @ DETROIT, MICH. 48204 @ 834-388°C
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Pete Dawson crosses the
finish line just inches
t ahead of Frank Kahlich.

Bizer Photo
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The Minibug will get you
if you don’t watch out

I’ll run about
anywhere you
want to go —
beaches, woods, hills,

The Minibug Race it, too—

BASIC KIT—$395. Fiberglass body shell, hood and dash.
Choice of 5 colors. Full instructions for shortening V.W.
chassis to 80 inches and assembling your Minibug.
Windshield frame, support frame, and headlights —
$100.

Complete accessories, tops, frame shortening available.

GREENE MOTORS
VOLKSWAGEN

34501 PLYMOUTH RD. LIVONIA, MICH. 48150
Between Wayne and Farmington Rds.

425-5400 Auth. @ Dealer 539-9700

Complete Service and Parts
for
Volkswagens and Formula Vs
Complete Body Repairs

snow — and on the road.

LINE =

The May race weekend was a fine example of
the courage ffoolhardiness? of racing people.
Saturday was an ideal racing day =-- cool,
clear, sunny. Sunday was more than slightly
damp (see photos on page 20-21). And now
that we've proved our point (that we aren't
pansies, like some other types of racing
people, and that we aren't stopped by rain),
we look forward to a DRY season of racing.
Anyone who is normally so inclined will
kindly cease and desist from any more rain
dances. Please?

This being a Sports Car Club of America race,
we've included a brief rundown on SCCA, sub-
mitted by Les Miller. And Rita Harms has
come through with her usual in-depth feature
story, this time on Frank Cipelle, President
of wWaterford.

Comments, critical or otherwise, on the races,
the Digest, the weather? Give us a call,
write us a letter, or drop in at our next
general meeting, Wednesday, July 3, 8:00 p.m.
at the Clubhouse.



SPORTS CAR ACTIVITIES

JUSTsES Club Meeting OCSRRC
27-28 MIDSUMMER TROPHY RACES b

Augies J Club Meeting OCSRRC
24-25 AUGUST ROAD RACES i

Sept. 4 Club Meeting OCSRRC
14-15 REGIONAL RACES SCCA
28-29 FALL CLASSICS RACES OCSRRC

BOB OWENS DATSUN
Sports Cars

2000 cc — 5 speed

Sedans & Wagons
4 speed or automatic

V2 ton pick-up $1766
34043 Ford Road

4 speed

Westland, Michigan 722-3910 562-3330

We wish to express our appreciation to the fol-

lowing companies for their support for this race:

Buco Products
Burban Motors
Ray Whitfield
Greene Motors
Leo Adler Datsun
Bob Owens Sales, Inc.
Sample Sports Cars Bud Clark Volkswagen
Erhard Motor Sales Bergen Motors, Inc.
Overseas Motors Inc,.
Ford Motor Co., Imported Vehicles
Rich Bell's Sports Car Specialties

Versnick (Kendall) 0il Co.
Pontaac Spores "Car, "Ihc.
Belle Tire Distributors
Stark Hickey, Royal Oak
Tom Sullivan Volkswagen

Per formance Tire Co.

Also thanks to the Chunky Candy Company.

BERGEN MOTORS

corporation
Ford Cortina

Avuthorized Dealer — Sales — Parts — Service

Model “C” MG-B MGB-GT Coupe
Cortina GT Sprite MG Midget
Austin America

1000 W. Maple Rd. Walled Lake MA 4-1331

CEverybodys
“BUGS 4y about;,

TOM SULLIVAN Volkswagen

Most Modern Dealership in America

25400 W. 8 Mile Rd., % Mile W. of Telegraph ¢« phone 353'6900



Rick Bell's

SPORTS CAR SPECIALTIES, INC.
IMPORTERS & DISTRIBUTORS
WORLD’'S FINEST MOTORING ACCESSORIES
FERNDALE., MICH. 48220

23257 WOODWARD

Amco
Buco
Crusader Vee

EMPI

Formulal
Kellison
Lucas

O0il Zum

P & G MFG.
Porsche Stuff
Sebring

Stewart-
Warner

Somewhere in Detroit, on the
fourth day of March in 1933,
Frank Cipelle first saw the light of
day. I'm certain his first howl,
characteristically precipitous of
the traditional whack given the
new-born, was the loudest ever
emanated by an emancipated em-
bryo. It wouldn't surprise me to
learn he'd bitten the doctor. Frank
is a man of forceful opinions and
in no way reticent in expressing
them . . . at volume and with
eloquence, although at that stage
of his development, his rhetoric
was somewhat restricted.
Not so today.

Pfeiffer Photograph
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He is a huge man, his cubic
displacement around 8,869 CCs,
which rounds out to 6’2" with a
well-muscled 210 pounds scattered
about. He has short-cropped
blonde hair and the strangest eyes
. . . blue, with a look that's candid
and wary all at once. His bearing
is that of a man who's been there
and back, knows all the answers
and, while he's not satisfied with
them, will effect a compromise
until he can change things. And if
he doesn't like it, he'll change it.
He's the kind of a man who makes
things happen.

Frank's introduction to motor
racing occurred at Chanute Field,
Illinois in 1952. Similar to Sebring,
it was an airfield used as a road
racing circuit. Frank worked in
the pits. But that was half-way
participation, and I am yet to see

by Rita Harms

Frank settle for anything less than
all the way. He was still in the
service when an Air Force buddy
returned from England with a
right-hand drive MG-TD. Frank
negotiated for his first race car.

In 1954, Mr. C. made the initial
contact of four wheels on a track
in competition, and in the ensuing
fourteen years has driven at least
150 races, in everything from a
4.5 Ferrari to a Formula Vee,
which he is currently campaign-
ing for Bud Clark, Incorporated.
He's driven at Mosport, Meadow-
dale, Sebring and Elkhart, Gratton,
Greenacres, Waterford and Nel-
son Ledges. Even slammed around
the old dirt track at Mt. Clemens.

Of all the cars he's driven,
which one did he prefer?

"It’s sort of a toss-up between
the Porsche Spider and the

-
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356B roadster. They were cars
you could trust. You knew what
they would do in a given set of
circumstances and you could
establish a rapport with them.
The Porsche Spider, I guess.”’

What's his opinion of Formula
Vee racing?

"I don’t like it. It makes good
drivers do bad things. They're
underpowered and over-com-
petitive. A lot of people think
it's a great training car for a
driver. I don’t. And the fact
that there are no top-ranking
former Vee drivers I believe
bears me out.”’

What is his favorite course?

"Meadowdale, Waterford and
Mosport, not essentially in
that order.”’

Why?

“"Because they’re drivers
courses. Good courses. Easy
courses. Easy courses make
bad drivers look good. A tough
course separates the men from
the boys.”’

And so does Frank.

I had watched him race. I had
seen him about in the pits. We
had exchanged brief social ameni-
ties. He was just a guy who looked

8
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like he ought to be driving a
beer-truck.

Then I went to Driver's School.
Frank taught the three-day stint
that entails one evening of class
instruction and two days on the
track. When he stood up to lec-
ture, I don't know exactly what I
had expected, but it wasn't what I
heard and I was spellbound. His
voice has the tenor of a load of
gravel being dumped, but his
diction is perfect, his vocabulary
extensive and his knowledge of
racing and racing machinery un-
real! He'll peel off the correct tire
pressure for almost any vehicle in
wet or dry, give a lengthy disser-
tation on the effects of G load, go
into minute detail on various car-
buretors, quote the G.R. like a
minister quotes the Bible, and even
define the words he used if they're
a bit over your head. He is a re-
markably well-educated man. Sit-
ting there that evening, he might
have been a college professor in-
structing a class in Physics and I
wondered why they called him
“'Sergeant.”

(Continued on page 23)

Phone 335-1511
295-1138

PONTIAC SPORTS CAR, INC.
467 Auburn Ave. - Pontiac

MG-B

MG Midget

Austin America
Austin-Healey Sprite

Authorized Dealer for MG and Jaguar
Sales Service Parts

Phone

335-1511
335-1138

PONTIAC SPORTS CAR, INC.
467 Auburn Ave. (M59E), Pontiac

“SERVING YOU IS OUR BUSINESS”



AVERAGE LAP SPEED CHART

BULOVA'

OFFICIAL TIMEPIECE * (%)
¥:-* :

Buy s Bulova and you buy the same ‘[
matchless Bulova eraftsmanship

that goes into the crestion of
the most accurate, compact,
mechanical instrument ever
created for timing purposes—
the Bulova Timer.

SHAW JEWELERY &,

24 N. SAGINAW+PONTIAC+FE-26022 |
i# honored o spomsor the world-réaswned Bulove Timers
that will be wsed as the Official Timepiece at

Min/Sec MFH Min/Sec MPH Min/Sec MPH Min/Sec MEH
1:10 4 P e g 1:20 63.995 1:30 56.884 1:40 51.196
1:11 72.106 1:21 63.204 1:31 56.259 1:41 50.689
1:12 71.105 1:22 62.434 1:32 55.647 1:42 50.192
1:13 70.131 1:23 61.681 1:33 55.041 1:43 49.704
1:14 69.183 1:24 60.947 1:34 54.463 1:44 49,227
1:15 68.261 1:25 60.230 1:35 53.890 1:45 48.758
1:16 67.363 1:26 59.530 1:36 53,329 1:46 48.298
1:17 66.488 1:27 58.846 1:37 52.779 1:47 47.846
1:18 65.635 1:28 58.177 1:38 52.240 1:48 47.403
1:19 64.805 1:29 D023 1:39 3l | 1:49 46,968

The Waterford Hills Road Course is 1.4221 miles long (7,509 ft.
center line of track ). To determine the speed of any individual
car, time it for one complete lap and read off the speed from
this table.

The Official Time Pieces used ot the Waterford Hills Road Course are CERTI-
FIED BULOVA MASTER WATCHES. These instruments are made available
to OCSRRC through the courtesy of THE BULOVA WATCH COMPANY.

Your Circle of Confidence

Paul Susalla
1967 Waterford Champion

nge blossom
Diamond Rings

We’d like to show you Carl Bross's
unique Ferrari collection, but our
space is limited. We can, however,
show you any number of his ele-
gently designed diamond rings.
Orange Blossom—the First name in
diamond rings that are backed by
a full one-year TOTAL guarantee.
Let us bring you into this circle of
confidence.

4. 9. Susalla JEWELERS

21019 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Woods
881-0600 (Closed Mondays)

Discount given to all O.C.S.R.R.C. members.

SCCA Races
June 29/30

WATERFORD HILLS

Firestone Racing Tires
Kelly Tires
Semperit Tires
Competition Retreads
Cheater Slicks

Alignment

All Types of Wheels
Mounted & Balanced

Minilite Wheels

KLIFFEL TIRE CO.

21427 Gratiot Ave.
E. Detroit, Mich.
PHONE PR 7-9252

CLASS RECORDS

CLASS: CAR
Production Sports:
A-P AC Cobra
B-P Corvette
Cc=-P Lotus Super 7
D-P Triumph TR-4A
E-P Porsche
F=-P Lotus 7
G-P MG Midget
H-P Sprite

Sports Racing (Modified):

Cc-S/R McLaren Ford

D-5/R Lotus 23-C

E-S/R Porsche RS

P-S/R Porsche RS61

G-S/R Lola

H-S/R Kurtis Saab
Formula:

B Brabham

C-1 (Rear) Lotus XX

C-2 (Front)

**Course Record

Woodward DKW

Vee .Bobsy Vanguard

Libre Lotus XX
Sedans:

S-1 NSU=-Prinz

5-2 Anglia

5-3 Cortina

5-4 Lotus Cortina

S-M VW Porsche

DRIVER

Tom Payne

Bill Petree
Jeff Lance
Tom Varner

Garrett Van Camp

Chris Gahman
Bill Kech
Dwight Knupp

Richard Brown
Glenn Baldwin
Tom Payne
Frank Kahlich
Pete Dawson
Dave Johnson

Allan Moffat
Ken Nielsen
John Grames
Tom Abbott
Ken Nielsen

Paul Susalla
Peter Quenet
Bill DeBoer
Allan Moffat
Erhard Dahm

[l el el

el el el el o

el el

o

TIME

:16.
122,
z23,
:21.,
:22,
125,

~UVEUMOULON

NDWwsN

mNMc:b

Ll P

SPEED

66.
64.
« 556
60.
6l.

56.
.B846
58.
60.
.202

.206
.748
.055
. 301
.587
+ 159
.587
.049

s i
.131
. 386
«971
Pl b ) 3
LA

316
478

372

533

632

711
802

DATE

5/64
5/67
8/67
8/67
8/67
9/67
8/67
9/66

9/6T7**
9/64
10/61
8/67
9/64
9/66

7/67
8/65
5/67
7/67
8/65

8/67
8/67
9/67
9/66
5/63



BURBAN MOTOR CO.
ENGLISH FORD LINE DATSU N

ANGLIA CORTINA GT 2000
LOTUS

OVERHEAD CAM
8000 MICHIGAN AVE. DETROIT LU 2-6300 135 h.p.

SALES PARTS SERVICE

Michigan Sports Car Club

M.S.C.C. membership is made up of
motor sports enthusiasts; enthusiasm
being the only prerequisite. Candi-
dates are expected to work one event
before qualifying as members. Club
activities include a full yearly calendar
of gymkhanas, rallies and ice runs. An-
nual dues are $10.00 and $1.00 for
wives. Monthly meetings are held on
the second Wednesday of each month
at 8:00 P.M. at Botsford Inn, Grand
River and Eight Mile Road. For Infor-
mation call Bill Smith—TU 5-2178.

‘*‘MICHIGAN IMPORTED CARS"

Complete Line of Used Foreign

Car Parts are Available .........

Sprite, Triumph, M.G., V.W., Etc.

Weekdays 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
Saturdays 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

Starters, Generators, Engines,
Transmissions, Wheels, Ete,

PA 9-1010
350 South Newburgh Rd.
Westlond, Michigan 48184

Ralligators

As the name implies, this is a club for
rally enthusiasts. The only membership
requirement is an active interest in this
type of motorsport, since this is the only
type of activity offered.

Annual dues are $7.50. Meetings are
held on the second Thursday of each
month at 8:00 p.m. at Amato’s Restau-
rant, 6926 Wyoming, Detroit.

For further information call Bill
Stephenson, 646-8584.

Ford Motorsports Club
A keen interest in automotive vehicles
and motorsports is the prime prerequi-
site of the Ford Motorsports Club which
is made up of 85 percent Ford em-
ployees and 15 percent non-employees.
Both a competitive and social atmo-
sphere exist, as activities range from
gymkhanas, time trials, slaloms, rallies,
club trips, and social gatherings.
General Membership meetings are
held the second Thursday of each
month at 8:00 PM at Ford Central Of-
fice Building on Michigan Avenue.
Additional information: Lois Paliga,
561-2536 or Write: Ford Motorsports
Club, Director of Membership, Box 296,
Main Office, Dearborn, Mich.

5 speed transmission

CAR & DRIVER—JUNE ‘68

“Not only is the Datsun the quickest of the
group (TR-250— MG-C—3 liter Austin Healey
Six) but it’s also the least expensive.

$299800

Including Radio, Console, Tonneau Cover,
Self-Storing Top, etc., etc. No Extras to Buy.

Midwest’s Largest Authorized Datsun Dealers

BOB OWENS SALES, INC. LEO ADLER

MG-B, MGB-GT Coupe. MG Midget Mk. III, Sprite Mk. IV 28001 Crand- River
Austin America — All New for 68’ at Eight Mile
4 Speed — $1705, 4 speed fully automatic — $1845 P.O.E. 476-5710

)

' 'E‘_‘E‘_‘fﬁ!-}l Avuthorized Dealer — Sales — Parts — Service

34043 Ford Road Westland, Michigan 722-3910 562-3930




Michigan Engine
Supply
Michigan Distributors

For “Beck’ Foreign
Car Parts and Accessories

ELECTRICAL

Lucas ® Bosch ® Marelli
S.E.V. ® Paris Rhone

CARBURETORS
Solex ® S.U. * Bing

PLUS

Gaskets ® Valves ® Pistons
Rings ® Clutches ® Oil Filters

Blaupunkt Radio
Abarth Mufflers

IIREI.i.-I

OILS

———

g

M

Imported Auto Distributors

WORLDWIDE IMPORT
SERVICE

ALFA ROMEO DUETTO

VOLVO 144

LARGEST IMPORTED CENTER
IN MIDWEST

Phone 541-6360

B,

THE FINEST
IMPORTED CAR

SERVICE

All Makes
All Models

SEE -
ROY GAMMAGE

Phone LI 2-1314

10200 W. 8 Mile Rd. Ferndale, Michigan



HANLEY DAWSON CHEVROLET
D& Home of the Winners

Michigan’s Volume Corvette Dealer

Hanley Dawson’s 1967 Corvette:
Fastest A-Production in the U.S.A.!
8 first places at Waterford in 1967!
Detroit News Trophy Winner!

Hanley Dawson’s 1968 Corvette:

Most powerful yet!
427 1L-88 aluminum heads
and all the goodies!

4 Full-Time Corvette Mechanics
on duty to back up our
Exclusive Hanley Dawson warranty.

Join the in-crowd
at Hanley Dawson’s.
Courteous, experienced salesmen

to help you.

HANLEY DAWSON CHEVROLET, INC.

West Seven Mile ot Lodge Expressway

342-2829

Detroit Region

Sports Car Club of America

Celebrating its 24th year, S.C.C.A.
sees 1968 as the best year yet,
with an enormous and unique
schedule of road racing and sports
car events. No one has been able
to count all the S.C.C.A. activities,
which number in the thousands.

The icing on the S.C.C.A. cake,
of course, is road racing, and the
club is the only national organiza-
tion that concentrates-on the kind
of racing known throughout the
world. There will be 2,000 races
this year, taking place as 250 or
more weekend events. They range

T

Bill Petree,

T

(last year

by Les Miller

from a massive race-driver train-
ing school program, up through
local and national amateur cham-
pionships, to the rich world title
show-downs. All the international
championship events held in this
country— Watkins Glen, Sebring,
Daytona Beach, and the Canadian-
American Challenge Cup, the U.S.
Road Racing Championships, the
Trans-American Championship for
Sedans, and the new G. P. Cham-
pionship for single-seaters—are
S.C.C.A. professional events. And
there is the extraordinary Ameri-
can Road Race of Champions.

o ST T
's) Sunbeam Alpine

17,

ydexbojoyd xsztg TV



With 18,000 members, S.C.C.A.
is organized into 102 local clubs
or regions that run its events, and
a Connecticut headquarters office
that administers and operates the
far-flung program. Each local re-
gion ‘belongs’ to its members
and runs a program of activities
for members and guests.

The Detroit Region was one of
the first chartered by the S.C.C.A.,
and dates from 1949. From an
original membership of less than
two dozen, the Region has grown
to some 400 members today. In-
cluded are many nationally-known
drivers, such as: Jerry Thompson,
D-P champion at the ARR.C;

Mike McManus Photograph

Tony DeLorenzo, 2nd in A-P at the
A.RR.C.; Scott Harvey, lst in
Central Division A-Sedan stand-
ings, winner of the recent Shell
4000 rally, and internationally-
known rally driver; Bill Petree, 1st
in Central Division B-P standings
. . . and many more.

The Detroit Region sponsors two
events each year at the Waterford
Hills Road Course (a driver's
school in April, and a Regional
race in June), a number of local
gymkhanas and rallies, the na-
tionally-known Press on Regard-
less rally, and this year a National
race at the Steel Cities Race
Course in September.

Tony DeLorenzo, Corvette

18

To anyone who
bought a second car
in the last month:

Pity.

If only you had waited a little longer! Andaprice-$1845.-thatmakes America

Because now there's America—the first the lowest-priced car with an automatic
car designed to be a second car. transmission.

With automatic/manual transmission. When it comes to buying an old-style
Powerful front-wheel drive. Big-car rid-  second car, there’s a new adage: he
ing liquid suspension. An who hesitates is saved.

interior roomier than a Rolls-
Royce Silver Shadow. f
Up to 30 miles per gallon. / |

— America by Austin,
\ "\ The first car built to
be a second car.

FALVEY IMPORTED CARS, INC.

22600 Woodward Avenue
Ferndale, LI 3-5000, JO 4-5444




SPRING
WATER  gppINTS

Through P ock Bend
#91 B ou, Cortina,
#177 Bernd L

and #41 Larry Beaupre,

911,
Mustang.

downpour.

The Formula quite a splash during Sunda
Pete Dawson
of Swa Turn,

\burgh, and #50, Jeff Simpson.

.

-
-
-

o

#39 John Collier deci he'd rather not

fight his way up the hill. ..

Helmut Leukert to see if his Formula Vee

All Photos by Al Bizer

"hello" to the

House.

¥ 7im Walker splashes
Wrn marshals at Skeet

an in the "Johnny Wall

agriddinc




§)'s FROM FALVEY AUTOS

The Car that Speaks for Itself.

@ SERVICE FROM FALVEY AUTOS

What's equally important is our pride in our service department . . .
to us this after-sale service is like a good liqueur — it should settle
your faith in us.

FALVEY AUTOS, INC.

21350 Woodward
Ferndale, 398-4330

SAMPLE
SPORTS
CAR

SALE
@ Sales . ServiceS-Purls

JAGUAR

12132 GRATIOT - DETROIT - DRI-7370

East Side’s

Finest Cars

Finest Service

-




REPAIRS ARE COSTLY!!

Are you experiencing excessive down time due
to premature fatigue failures in highly critical
parts ? We can inspect your new and used parts
for defects not visible to the naked eye, plus pre-
cision shot peen them for longer life.

NATIONAL TESTING & RESEARCH
LABORATORY, INC.

11301 SCHAEFER
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48227

AREA 313, PHONE 834-7500

Your racing machine parts are handled with the
same techniques developed and used for Aero-
space parts.

Engine, suspension and drive train parts should
be checked in the new as well as used condition.

Next morning I found out. We
employ a Decible Meter at Water-
ford to determine conformance to
our '‘racket ruling’’ before allow-
ing cars on the course. The legal
limit on the meter is 105. I've
often wondered if anyone has ever
checked out Frank. I'd bet he's
not legal and I swear there are
times when he must run the needle
right off the dial. A recent par-
ticipant in Sgt. Cipelle's Basic
Training commented, '‘Boy, when
he yells, all you want to know is
how high you should jump!"”” You
are not classified as male 'female;
you're a student, and you damn
well better be there to learn. I've
heard him dress guys down over
an infraction with a spiel that
would make the toughest Top-kick
sound like a Sunday School teacher
distributing attendance awards. He
has no patience with stupidity and
no tolerance of the flowering
Fangio who thinks he can break
all the rules and is only attending
the school so they'll give him a
license. And it's a healthy im-
patience and intolerance. Racing
is a dangerous sport.

After four years of teaching, this
year Frank relinquished the reins.

Why? Was he tired of the job?

“"No, I love teaching, but the
responsibility bothers me. A
lot of people think I just stand
around and then arbitrarily say
'OK, let’s go fast!’” Not true. I
waich each driver very care-
fully before turning him loose,
and discuss problem students
with other track officials for
suggestions on how to help.
But there’s the constant worry
that somebody will go on their
head.”’

Frank is never quite as pleased
as he was with a Driver's School
conducted without incident.

His concern for people is bla-
tantly obvious to anyone who takes
the time to notice. I have never
seen him standing around, chat-
ting casually, during any race.
He's always watching. For Frank,
they’ve never really finished
school. Each race is a postgradu-
ate course, and he still has to
look out for them.

Yet, for all his involvement,
there's something held apart. He
belongs, and yet he doesn't. He's
probably more involved with the
group than anyone I know, being
Club President, Driver, Teacher
and most active. Still, somehow
you can't help feeling that, al-
though he's involved, he's not
really a part of it all. By choice.
Something reserved.

Paradoxically, perhaps because
of the aura of strength that he
generates, you feel that, in any
emergency, you could turn to him
for help and he'd be there, doing
whatever had to be done to set
everything right again.
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How much longer will he race?

"Not much longer, I don’t be-
lieve. But I would like to have
one more good car before |
quit. Maybe a Carrera 6. Not a
Group 7, although I wouldn’t
mind if somepne offered. But I
would prefer something small-
er. I'd rather chase the big ones
than hold off the small ones.”’

What does he think of the future
of motor racing?

“If handled properly, I think
motor racing could become the
greatest sport the world has
ever seen. Three things could
hurt it. Tires; because they’ve
gotten so good the cars can’t
keep up with them. The suspen-
sion won't withstand the stress

placed on it by the tremendous,

adhesion of the tires to the
road. And the tires are so
damned expensive. Secondly,
insurance rates and the cost
of the accompanying safety
requirements in order to be
eligible to be insured. Cost of
the equipment to conform is
almost prohibitive for the fel-
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low racing on a budget. And
third, the necessity of involve-
ment with the various clubs in
order to be able to race at all.
The entry fees, Driver’s School
fees and the cost of preparing
a car have made the price of
starting out astronomical. Per-
haps returning to a true produc-
tion class, with no modifica-
tions, is the answer. The new
drivers have to have some-
where to be bad.”’

While there have been numer-
ous times when Mr. Cipelle’'s
opinions and mine did not coin-
cide, and I have found occasion
to oppose him openly, win, lose
or draw, something remained with
me for him that I feel for very few
men. Respect. Even if I thought
he was wrong, I knew that he
believed what he was fighting for
was right. In a world of people
who won't lift a finger, let alone
stand up to be counted, Frank
comes up special. The Jewish
people have a word for it . . .
“"Mensch.” Literally translated it
means a real honest-to-god man.
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